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Dear Graduates,
Today is a very proud moment for you, your family and
friends, and for the University of South Florida. Congratulations
on achieving your dream.
We fully appreciate just how hard you worked to reach this
milestone. You faced high standards when you entered USF, you
have changed in many ways - some obvious, others subtle and
nuanced. You have refined your skills in the arts of listening,
researching and thinking. You have learned the confidence to
challenge ideas, and developed the communications skills
necessary to preserve relationships while engaging in dialogue
with others.
May your life's journey never take you far from these
principles, and may it bring you frequently back to USF.
Sincerely,

~~~
Judy Genshaft
President
University of South Florida

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA
COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION
2000 Fall Commencement
Tampa/Lakeland, Saturday, December 16
St. Petersburg, Monday, December 18
Sarasota/Manatee, Tuesday, December 19

~-

--- -----

------

-------- - -- -- - - - - - - -- - - -·----

..

University of South Florida
Tampa, St. Petersburg, Sarasota/Manatee, Lakeland
ounded in 1956, the University of South Florida has become
the second-largest university in the Southeast, with a student
body of 36,000 on campuses in Tampa, St. Petersburg, Sarasota/
Manatee and Lakeland, as well as its centers in downtown Tampa, New
Port Richey and northern Pinellas County.
USF's national reputation as a dynamic research university is
attracting more and more of the nation's best and brightest scholars
to the Tampa Bay area. That research is taking place across an
astonishing array of disciplines, from marine science to teacher
education, micro-engineering and cancer treatments.
. USF now ranks among the nation's elite research institutions
accordi ng, to the prestigious Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching, which bases its rankings on the range of
baccalaureate programs offered at an institution and the number of
doctorates awarded annually.
In its most recently completed fiscal year, USF faculty
researchers undertook sponsored-research projects totaling more
than $171 million, the second-largest grants-and-contracts budget
among Florida's 10 public universities. That record sum is further
evidence of the scientific strength ofthe university, which is designated
"Research J" by the Florida Board of Regents.
USF students benefit fro m the opportunity to study with
renowned faculty working on the leading edge of discovery in their
individual fields of inqui ry and interdisciplinary projects.

Students have access to more than 200 undergraduate, master's,
specialist and doctoral programs, including the doctor of medicine.
The 2000-01 entering freshman class boasted an average high school
GPA of 3.52, with an SAT score of roughly 1100.
TheSeptember 2000 U.S.NewsandWorldReportWebnational
ranking of colleges and universities lists USF as No. 1 in the country
for number of transfer students who enrolled in fall 1999. In
addition, USF conducts more than 700 programs annually through
its School of Continuing Education, serving more than 16,000
people and awarding more than 35,000 hours ofcontinuing education
units.
More than 23 percent of the student population is African
American, Hispanic, Asian American, Native American or some
other nationality. Students come from every state and more than 100
foreign countries.
Located in the Tampa Bay region - one of the fastest-growing
metropolitan areas of the nation - USF has formed vital partnerships
with business leaders and organizations, and contributes to the wellbeing of its immediate urban neighborhoods through health care and
networks of social research and service projects.
USF is key in the creation and development of the Florida High
Technology Corridor from Florida's East Coast along Interstate-4 to
the Gulf Coast. This area is home to more than 3,000 thriving hightech companies .
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UNIVERSITY OFFICERS
Stephen Schreiber, Director, School of Architecture
David L. Shem, Dean, Louis de Ia Parte Florida Mental
Health Institute
Lam·ey T. Stryker, Acting Chief Executive Officer,
USF Sarasota/Manatee
W. Robert Sullins, Dean, Undergraduate Studies, and
Director, Community College Relations

Judy Genshaft, President
S. David Stamps, Interim Executive Vice President & Provost
Melvin Anderson, Interim Dean, Engineering
Robert L. Anderson, Dean, Business Administration
Jane H. Applegate, Dean, Education
Michael S. Bassis, Dean and Warden, USF New College
Peter R. Betzer, Acting Dean, Marine Science
Patricia A. Burns, Dean, Nursing
Robert M. Daugherty, Vice President, Health Sciences,
and Dean, Medicine
Barbara Emil , Dean, Educational Outreach
Paula Fussell, Acting Vice President, Budgets,
Human Resources and Information Technology
Albert C. Hartley, Vice President, Administrative Services
H. William Heller, Acting Vice President, USF St. Petersburg
Dale E. Johnson , Dean, Graduate School
Ronald L. Jones, Dean, Fine Arts
Renu Khator, lnterim Dean, Arts and Sciences
Charles S. Mahan, Dean, Public Health
JoAnn McCarthy, Dean, International Affairs
L. Preston Mercer, Dean, USF Lakeland
Vicki Mitchell, Interim Vice President, University Advancement
George R. Newkome, Vice President, Research
Harold L. Nixon, Vice President, Student Affairs
DeiTie Perez, Acting Dean, Library System

THE FLORIDA BOARD OF REGENTS
Tom Gallagher, Commissioner of Education
Adolfo Henriques, Coral Gables
James D. Corbin, Chattahoochee
Charlton B. Daniel Jr. , Gainesville
James F. Heekin Jr. , Orlando
Philip D. Lewis, Riviera Beach
Elizabeth G. Lindsay, Sarasota
Gwendolyn F. McLin, Vice Chair, Okahumpka
J. Collier Meuill , Pensacola
Natalie M. Copeland, University of South Florida
Jon C. Moyle, West Palm Beach
Thomas F. Petway ill, Chair, Jacksonville
Steven J. Uhlfelder, Tallahassee
Welcom H. Watson, Fort Lauderdale
Adam Herbert, Chancellor, State University System

The UniversityofSowh Florida is accredited by the Commission on Colleges ofthe Southem Association 1ifColleges and Schools to award degrees at the baccalaureate, master's, specialist and doctoral
levels, including the Doctor ofMedicine. Events, activities, programs and facilities ofthe University of Sowh Florida are available 10 a// without regard 10 mce, color, mariwl status, .ex, religion,
national origin, disability, age, Vietnam or disabletl vetemn .,·wtus as provided by law and iu accordance with the University's respect for personal dignity.
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The Symbols of Learning
odern academic regalia evolved from the kinds of apparel worn by monks and students in the lith and 12th centuries to keep
warm in the medieval castles and halls in which they studied. Academic life as we know it today began in the Middle Ages
- first in the church, then in the guilds. The teaching guild was the Guild of the Master of A1ts, and the Bachelor was the apprentice
of the Master. Their dress was the outward sign of stature and responsibility. Academic regalia was thus a visible manifestation - in color, pattern
and design- that unified those of common discipline and like purpose. In later centuries, to preserve the regalia's dignity and meaning, universities
set rules of academic dress. American universities agreed on a definite system in 1895,establishing a code of approved attire. In 1932, the American
Council on Education revised this code, which, for the most part, governs the style of academic dress today. The principal features of academic
dress are three: the gown, the cap and the hood.

M

THE GOWN - The gown has become symbolic of the democracy of
scholarship, for it completely covers any dress of rank or social
standing. The sleeves of the gown indicate the level of the degree held
by the wearer. A long, pointed sleeve indicates the bachelor's degree.
The master's gown has an oblong sleeve cut in an arc, with a slitateither
the upper arm or wrist. The doctor's gown has bell-shaped sleeves and
may also have velvet facing and sleeve bars or chevrons. The tlimming
may be black, or it may match the degree color on the gown edging.

THE SASH - The golden-colored sash is made available to students
who are members of university honors societies. The sash is
embroidered with the university seal and the student's honors society.
THE HOOD - The hoods are lined with the official colors of the
institution confening the degree. They are edged and bound with velvet
of the color appropriate for the degree. At USF, the lining of the hood
is green with a gold chevron, representing the university's colors.
Among the trimming colors of hoods worn by our faculty today are:
• Apricot- Nursing
• Blue (Dark) - Philosophy
• Blue (Light) - Education
• Blue (Peacock) - Public Administration
• Brown - Fine Arts
• Citron -Social Work/Criminology/Rehab. Counseling
• Crimson - Joumalism/Communication
• Drab - Business
• Golden Yellow - Science
• Green - Medicine
• Lemon Yellow -Library Science
• Orange - Engineering
• Pink- Music
• Salmon -Public Health
• Scarlet - Theology
• Violet - Architecture
• White- Arts and Letters

THE CAP - The freed slave in ancient Rome won the privilege of
wearing a cap, and so the academic cap is a sign of the freedom of
scholarship and the responsibility and dignity with which scholarship
endows the wearer. Old poetry records the cap of scholarship as a square
symbolizing the book, although other authmities claim that it is a mortar
board - the symbol of the masons, a privileged guild. The color of the
tassel on the cap denotes the discipline. The tassels on the caps (mortar
boards) worn by the faculty may be black or a color indicating the
degree. Those who hold a doctoral degree may wear a gold tassel. It is
traditional for degree candidates to wear their tassels on the right and for
those holding degrees to wear them on the left. Graduates transfer their
tassels to the left after conferring of the degrees by the President.
THE MACE - The Academic Ceremonial Mace, which is closely
related to maces used by ecclesiastical and civil authorities, dates back
to at least the 14th century and is derived from the original battle mace
that was designed to protect a king and was carried by the royal
bodyguard. This symbolism of authority and power has been conveyed
to the Academic Mace, and signifies the authority of the Chief
Executive Officer of the university. The size, shape and design of
academic maces vary tremendously. The most common design has a
major shaft that is topped with a head and an ornament, with the lower
end of the shaft having a terminal finial.
THE MEDALLION - The medallions worn by candidates for the
bachelor's degree identify those graduating with honors. The black
hood of a bachelor's candidate indicates a student who has completed
graduation requirements for the University-wide Honors Program.
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USF ST. PETERSBURG ORDER OF EXERCISES
S. David Stamps, Interim Executive Vice President and Provosl,
Presiding
PRELUDE CONCERT The Florida Orchestra Brass Quintet
Pomp and Circumstance Elgar (pleases/and)
PROCESSIONAL

Ellen Hufnagel
Commencemenl Marshal

NATIONAL ANTHEM

Quentin Darrington
USF Sluden.t and "Mr. USF 2000"

GREETINGS

H. William Heller
Campus Vice President

REMARKS

Provost Stamps

RECOGNITION AND AWAR DS
CONFERRING OF AN HONORARY DEGREE
Dr. John Hope Franklin

Provost Stamps

STUDENT REFLECTIONS

Christa Jones
Graduating Senior

OUTSTANDING SENIORS

Vice President Heller

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE

Mia Sadler
President, Pinellas County Alumni Chapter

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

Dr. John Hope Franklin

CONFERRING OF GRADUATE DEGREES

Provost Stamps

CONFERRING OF BACCALAUREATE DEGREES

Provost Stamps

CLOSING REMARKS

Vice President Heller

ALMA MATER

Mr. Danington

RECESSIONAL
Trumpet Tune

The Flmida Orchestra Brass Quintet
Purcell

8

John Hope Franklin
HONORARY DOCTORATE OF HUMANE LETTERS
John Hope Franklin Ph .D., a historian whose distinguished, 60-year career has focused on
African-American history and civil rights, will receive an honorary doctorateofHumaneLetters.
From his ground-breaking 1947 book From Slave/)' to Freedom: A HistOJ)I ofNegro Americans,
to his most recent, Runaway Slaves: Rebels on the Plantation ( 1999), Franklin has remained one
of the country's leading scholars.
He also has been at the forefront of race issues facing the country, including advising NAACP
attorneys in the Brown v. Board of Education school desegregation suit and chairing President
Clinton's National Initiative on Race and Reconciliation . The White House has honored him , in
fact, with the Presidential Medal of Freedom , the nation's highest civilian award.
Franklin is the James B. Duke Professor of History Emeritus at Duke University and for
seven years was professor of legal history at Duke University's Law School. He is a native of
Oklahoma and a graduateofFisk University, receiving his master and doctoral degrees in history
from Harvard University in 1936 and 1941 , respectively. Franklin has taught at several
institutions including Fisk, North Carolina Central and Howard universities, as well as St.
Augustine College in North Carolina. From 1956 to 1964, he served as chairman of the history
department al Brooklyn College, the first African American to hold such a position at a
predominantly white institution.
In addition to being a historical consultant on Steven Spielberg's Oscar-nominated film,Amistad,Franklin was
featured in First Person Singular: John Hope Franklin, a PBS documentary of his life made in 1997. The following
year, he and Archbishop Desmond TuTu were featured in Race and Reconciliation.: A Journey Towards Peace,
another documentary for PBS, filmed on the island of Goree in West Africa. WUNC-TV's recent Biographical
Conversations also included a 10-hour interview with Franklin.
In Febmary 200 I , Duke University will celebrate the opening of the John Hope Franklin Center for
Interdisciplinary and International Studies. A newly renovated facility located in Durham,N.C., the center will seek
to promote innovative approaches to research and teaching on race, equality and other fundamental issues of social
life and human understanding.
Frankli n has been a regular visitor to St. Petersburg for many years. He has honored USF, and this campus in
particular, by speaking here on several occasions and by lending his name to The John Hope Franklin Professorship
in Southern History. The professorship currently is held by Ray Arsenault Ph.D.
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